
Case Analyses, B&R Chs. 4-5 

Review the material from Chapter 6, especially how we measure utility or happiness. 
 
Below are 4 ethically-loaded scenarios.  ​For each scenario​ (so, 4 times total): 
 

1. Briefly​ describe (in a sentence or two) ​two possible courses of action​ that could be followed in 
the scenario. 

 
1.1. “In the decision of whether or not to skip class on a whim, I can either skip class on a 

whim or go to class.” 
 
 

2. For each of the two possible courses of action, identify and ​briefly​ explain (in no more than 3 
sentences each): 
2.1. the ​scope​ of the action, or how many people are affected by the action, 
2.2. the ​benefits or positive utility​ (+) of the action (0-10; about how beneficial was it?), and  
2.3. the ​cost or negative utility​ (-) of the action (-10-0; about how costly was it?) 

 
2.4. Then calculate the ​total utility ​for each course of action: 

Total utility = (scope) x (benefits + cost) 
 
 

2.5. Skip class on a whim​: 
Scope:  1 (if I’m not in class, nobody else will really be affected) 
Benefits:  +2 (skipping class gives me a small amount of freetime) 
Cost:  -3 (skipping class makes me miss material that would help with assignments) 
 
Total utility = (scope) x (benefits + cost) = (1) x (2 - 3) = -1 
 
Go to class​: 
Scope:  1 (going to class only affects me) 
Benefits:  +3 (I learn material in class that helps with assignments and helps my grade) 
Cost:  -2 (I lose time and have to pay attention in class) 
 
Total utility = (1) x (3 - 2) = +1 

 
 

3. Conclude (in a sentence or two) by telling ​which course of action promotes the most overall 
utility​, or which course of action has the consequence of promoting the greatest good for the 
greatest number of people. 

 
3.1. “In the decision of whether or not to skip class on a whim, more overall utility is 

promoted if I go to class, making it the right thing to do.” 
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Some tips for good writing (and a good grade): 
- Address ​all 3​ aspects of the prompt. 
- Include a word count​ for each scenario.  Be sure it’s between 120-180 words, no more than 240. 
- Pay attention to ​grammar, spelling, sentence structure​, etc.   
- Write as though you were ​speaking​ - be ​conversational​, not wordy and formal.   
- Do not try to sound smart​ - this will only make you sound silly and upset your grader.   
- Be sure that you’re expressing yourself clearly - ​write the paper for your peers​, not your 

professor. 
- Revise ​your rough draft at least once before submitting it; do the same with your final version - 

“The first draft of anything is $h!+” - Ernest Hemingway. 
- Assume ignorance​ on the part of your audience (me).   
- Avoid posing​ rhetorical questions​ - I don’t want to have to think about whatever answer you 

have in mind. If you’re going to raise rhetorical questions, give an answer.   
- Be ​concise​, but thorough. ​Trim ​the excess. ​Organize ​your thoughts. 

 
 
 
 
 
Cases and Scenarios​ ​(Identify the scenario you’re writing about by these titles): 

1. Charity vs. iPad (B&R pg. 127) 
2. Should Your Next Car Be a Hybrid? (B&R pg. 129) 
3. Factory Farming and Animal Suffering (B&R pgs. 130-131) 
4. Torture Lite (B&R pgs. 132-133) 
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