
Assignment no. 1 
LBS 3001
Discuss each question in 1-2 paragraphs. Answer the questions in “answer and question format”, that is, when you are posting, include both the questions and your answers. Be sure to reply to at least one student’s post.
1. Housing costs pose the greatest obstacle for low-wage workers. Why does our society seem to resist rectifying this situation? Do you believe that there are realistic solutions to the lack of affordable housing?
2. Ehrenreich is white and middle class. She asserts that her experience would have been radically different had she been a person of color or a single parent. Do you think discrimination shaped Ehrenreich's story? In what ways?
3. Ehrenreich found that she could not survive on $7.00 per hour—not if she wanted to live indoors. Consider how her experiment would have played out in your community: limiting yourself to $7.00 per hour earnings, create a hypothetical monthly budget for your part of the country and post to discussion board.
4. Why do you think low-wage workers are reluctant to form labor organizations as Ehrenreich discovered at Wal-Mart? How do you think employees should lobby to improve working conditions?

LBS  3468 – Assignment No. 2 
Discussion 4: Opening Statements
Discussion Overview: Building on  the Agreement to Mediate you wrote for your online clients, you will now create own personalized Online Opening Statement. Keep in mind that an opening statement is not a random collection of words. There are Key Components of the Opening Statements that must be included (revisit your textbook p.96 -104). Plus, you must consider the online environment: What will you include  to tell the parties. For example, Figure 6.1 Sample Opening Statement , p.97 was written for an in-person mediation session and  states:  “ If you need a break ,let me know. Bathrooms are just across the hall”. An online mediator would say: “ If you need a break ,let me know. We will pause the video call  and resume after everyone is back on camera”.
Another consideration,  What “ground rules” will you include for  your  online mediation? For example, all parties must be visible and on camera during the mediation session or audio must be turned off, unless you are speaking, etc. Think about other “ ground rules” to include in  your opening statement to ensure a seamless online mediation. Think about grounds rules concerning confidentiality and caucusing, etc in an online environment. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Discussion Instructions: The attached document contains several paragraphs for an Opening Statement  See Attached 
Actions
 .
1. Select the paragraphs you need to create your own mediator online opening statement for your next online mediation session. You can edit the phrases, recreating your own personal opening statement. Your opening statement must be be one-page long and titled: “ My Online Opening Statement”. Remember, your opening statement must include all the key components of an opening statement.
2. Write a brief justification about the things you chose to include in your online opening statement. Add this justification at the bottom of your opening statement in about 1-2 paragraphs.
3. Reply to at least one students’ post by Tuesday. The goal is to review and constructively critique another student’s Opening Statement.


Assignment No. 3 
Discussion 4 Week 10
This is a 2 question discussion
Question 1: Historically, some make the claim that land-use pattern changes were the result of changes in transportation.  An example of this was that suburbanization was the result of the introduction of the automobile.  Others claim that suburbanization is a result of real estate and the free market of land. Briefly explain which you agree with and why?
 
Question 2: The heavy debate about federal immigration policy obscures a critical issue: How will the millions of immigrants, mostly legal, adjust to life in the U.S.? Discuss possible solutions to the lack of federal assistance.

