GERO101: Introduction to Gerontology
Fieldwork Assignment 
200 points
Directions: For this assignment, you will be asked to interview two people; one person who is the age of your parents and another person that is the age of your grandparents. If you do not have parents/grandparents who are still living, please choose someone who is around the age that your parents/grandparents would be if they were still living. During your interview, you will ask questions based on the “Life Course Perspective.” The four stages of the life course are childhood, adolescence, adulthood, and old age. 
You will ask questions regarding life events – childhood; life events – adulthood; identity; the present; aging; and life lessons and legacies. You will then compare these two interviews to your own experiences, using the Life Course Perspective. The life course perspective or life cycle (page 64 in your text) is a multidisciplinary approach to understanding the mental, physical and social health of individuals, which incorporates both life span and life stages (e.g. think about the activity you completed for discussion #1 (biological, psychological etc. age)
Questions: How were your interviews similar and how were they different? How do they compare and contrast to your own life events? Referencing the “How Old Are You” activity from early in the semester, how old do you think each individual is based on their answers to the questions you developed?
Criteria: Your paper should be 3-5 pages, double-spaced, New Times Roman or Arial and 12pt font.  Your paper should start with a brief description of your fieldwork experience including who you interviewed. Your paper should include the questions that you asked as an attachment and should not be included in the count (3-5) typed pages.   In your report, apply at least one concept, issue, theory, etc. we learned in class when elaborating your reflective thoughts. This concept(s) should be heavily elaborated on in order to receive full points (see rubric). 
Full credits (200 pts) will be given if you satisfy all of the following criteria:

· Complete the assignment entirely and include your interview questions.

· Provide sufficient description of your fieldwork experience.

· Present thorough personal reflection on your fieldwork experience.

· Effectively use ideas/concepts we learned in class.

· Proofread the document and present no grammatical error.

· Provide your name, course number (i.e., GERO101.903), and submission date at the top of the first page.

· The paper is within the specified length (i.e., 3-5 pages, double-spaced, Font).

Grading Rubric for Fieldwork Assignment—Full score is 200pts
	Expectations
	Excellent
	Fair
	Poor

	Thoroughness and organization of your interview 
	50-45pts
	45-40pts
	40pts or less

	Elaboration of your personal reflection
	50-45pts
	45-40pts
	40pts or less

	Accurate spelling and grammar throughout the document


	50-45pts
	45-40pts
	40pts or less

	Usage of concepts/ideas from class
	50-45pts
	45-40pts
	40pts or less


